
HUMOROUS BOOKS FOR GRADES 3 AND 4 

 

 
J/F/AMA 

Take the Mummy and Run: the Riot Brothers Are on a Roll by Mary Amato 

Fifth-grader Wilbur Riot and his younger brother, Orville, fight boredom as they create crazy 

games with often amusing results. Follow three wacky adventures as the boys embark on a 

spy mission, unwittingly star in a movie, and take their mother's place as school principal 

during Saturday Switch Day ("Dwitch Say"). Enjoy more titles in The Riot Bothers series. 

 

J/F/ATW 

Mr. Popper's Penguins by Richard Atwater 

The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin changes the life and 

fortunes of Mr. Popper, a house painter obsessed by dreams of the Polar Regions. 

 

J/F/BLU 

Superfudge by Judy Blume 

Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger brother Fudge. Enjoy other titles in 

the Fudge series.  

 

J/F/BON 

The Great Powers Outage by William Boniface 

When the citizens of Superopolis begin to mysteriously lose their super powers, Ordinary Boy 

and his friends investigate the world of master villains. Enjoy other titles in the 

Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary Boy series. 

 

J/F/CHI 

Clarice Bean Spells Trouble by Lauren Child 

Clarice Bean, aspiring actress and author, unsuccessfully tries to avoid getting into trouble as 

she attempts to help a friend in need by following the rules of the fictional, 

"exceptionordinarily" spy, Ruby Redfort. Enjoy other titles in the Clarice Bean series. 

 

J/F/DOY 

The Giggler Treatment by Roddy Doyle 

A talking dog, the Mack children and the small elf-like Gigglers themselves must try to stop 

the prank that the Gigglers have mistakenly set in motion to punish Mr. Mack for being mean 

to his children. 

 

J/F/ELL 

Evangeline Mudd and the Great Mink Escapade by David Elliot 

Keeping a promise to her friends in the Pals United for Furry Friends organization, ten-year-

old Evangeline returns to Mudd Manor to try to rescue a group of minks before they are 

turned into ballet costumes. Enjoy other titles in the Evangeline Mudd series. 
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J/F/FUN 

Ghosthunters and the Incredibly Revolting Ghost by Corneila Funke 

Timid nine-year-old Tom Tomsky reluctantly agrees to help professional ghostbuster Hetty 

Camomile dispel an IRG (Incredibly Revolting Ghost) from an old house, while also dealing 

with the ASG (Averagely Spooky Ghost) living in his cellar and his pesky sister, Lola. Enjoy 

other titles in the Ghosthunters series. 

 

J/F/GIF 

Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little by Peggy Elizabeth Gifford 

How many ways can a soon-to-be fourth grader find to avoid reading Stuart Little? It's the one 

book that Moxy Maxwell has to read over the summer. Her remarkable imagination, coupled 

with stubbornness, gets her to the night before school starts.  It may be no surprise that when 

she finally picks the book up, she loves it. Enjoy other titles in the Moxy Maxwell series. 

 

J/F/HAL 

From Russia with Lunch by Bruce Hale 

When Chet's favorite teacher is fired and replaced by Russian scientist Tanya Lightov's 

mechanical invention, the school is suddenly possessed by unnatural forces and events, and 

Natalie Attired abandons Chet in his hour of need. Enjoy more titles in the Chet Gecko 

series. 

 

J/F/HAL 

Prince of Underwhere by Bruce Hale 

When Zeke, his twin sister Stephanie, their neighbor Hector, and Hector's cat Fitz slide into 

the world of Underwhere, Zeke is hailed as a prince who will, according to an ancient 

prophecy, free the Undies from the evil UnderLord's rule by finding and destroying his 

throne. Enjoy other titles in the Underwhere series 

 

J/F/JEN 

We Can't All Be Rattlesnakes by Peter Jennings 

When Crusher the snake is captured, her only thought is to escape. As time goes by and she 

befriends the other inmates of the "zoo," she realizes that freedom also means leaving 

companions behind. 

 

J/F/JOH 

Thora by Gillian Johnson 

Ten-year-old Thora, daughter of a mermaid mother and a human father, has many adventures 

at sea until she must return to the English seaside town of Grimli and save her mother who 

has been captured by the greedy real estate developer, Frooty de Mare. Enjoy other titles in 

the Thora series. 
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J/F/KEL 

Melonhead by Katy Kelly 

In the Washington, D.C. neighborhood of Capitol Hill, Lucy Rose's friend Adam 

"Melonhead" Melon, a budding inventor with a knack for getting into trouble, enters a science 

contest that challenges students to recycle an older invention into a new invention. 

 

J/F/LIN 

Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 

Escapades of a lucky little girl who lives with a horse and a monkey-but without any parents-

at the edge of a Swedish village. The newest edition is illustrated by Lauren Child, author of 

Clarice Child ad Charlie and Lola. 

 

J/F/LOW 

Gooney Bird Greene by Lois Lowry 

A most unusual new student who loves to be the center of attention entertains her teacher and 

fellow second graders by telling absolutely true stories about herself, including how she got 

her name. Enjoy other titles in the Gooney Bird Greene series. 

 

J/F/MAC 

No More Nasty by Amy MacDonald 

When Simon's Great Aunt Matilda becomes the substitute teacher for his unruly fifth-grade 

class, her unique way of looking at things gives the students a new perspective on learning. 

 

J/F/MAC 

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle by Betty MacDonald 

From her upside-down house, the eccentric Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle issues to parents her 

marvelous cures for such common children's diseases as Won't-Put-Away-Toys-itis, 

Answerbackism, and Fighter-Quarrelitis. Enjoy other titles in the Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle series. 

 

J/F/MAS 

The Quigleys in a Spin by Simon Mason 

With Mum stuck on the roof with the cat and the grouchy Robinson Potts spoiling their 

weekend away, the Quigleys certainly have a lot to contend with before Lucy's special 

birthday party that Dad has promised she won't soon forget.  Enjoy other titles in the Quigleys 

series. 

 

J/F/OGD 

Hot Air by Charles Ogden 

When the founder of the town of Nod's Limbs returns after a two hundred years absence, 

twins Edgar and Ellen attempt to discover who is trying to steal the secret that kept him alive, 

while they also scheme to sabotage the town's mayoral election. Enjoy other titles in the 

Edgar & Ellen series. 
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J/F/OLI 

Attack of the Growling Eyeballs by Lin Oliver 

Daniel Funk, who lives with three sisters, his mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

has always wanted a brother. When he suddenly shrinks to the size of a toe, he discovers that 

he has a twin brother who is the same size. 

 

J/F/PIN 

The Hoboken Chicken Emergency by Daniel Pinkwater  

Arthur goes to pick up the turkey for Thanksgiving dinner but comes back with a 266-pound 

chicken. Enjoy other titles in the Hoboken Chicken series. 

 

J/F/ROC 

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell 

Two boys set out to prove that worms can make a delicious meal. 

 

J/F/SAC 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sacher 

There was a terrible mistake-Wayside School was built with one classroom on top of another, 

thirty stories high! (The builder said he was sorry.) Maybe that's why all kinds of funny things 

happened at Wayside-especially on the thirteenth floor. 

 

J/F/MCC 

The Cowgirl Aunt of Harriet Bean by Alexander McCall Smith 

When she joins Aunt Japonica and Aunt Thessalonika on a trip to America, nine-year-old 

Harriet meets yet another relative-Aunt Formica, a cowgirl who is having trouble with some 

clever and mysterious cattle rustlers. 

 

J/F/SNI 

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 

After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on each 

other and their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian 

is determined to use any means necessary to get their fortune. This is Book 1 in the Series of 

Unfortunate Events series. 

 

J/F/SMI 

Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith 

From eating too much chocolate, Henry breaks out in brown bumps that help him foil some 

hijackers and teach him a valuable lesson about self-indulgence. 

 

J/F/STI 

The Curse of the Cheese Pyramid by Geronimo Stilton 

Geronimo Stilton climbs onboard a crabby old camel that takes him across the desert to the 

Great Cheese Pyramid. There, among mummies and hieroglyphics, he learns the secret of the 

Seven Wonders of the Ancient Mouse World. Enjoy other titles in the Geronimo Stilton 

series. 
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