
 
 
 
© 2008 Andrews Consulting 

 
13 Main Street 
Hopkinton MA  01748 
508.497.9777 

Downloadable 
Audio Books 

from 
OverDrive  

 
 

Hundreds of best-selling titles 
Available from your  
home computer 

 
 

 

How long can I check out a 
downloadable audio book 
and can the book be          
renewed?  
For most titles the check out 
period for downloadable audio 
books is 14 days.   Items cannot 
be renewed but can be checked 
out again if they are available.  A 
user may check out up to 5 items 
at a time. 
How do I return the audio 
book? 

Once the lending period has 
elapsed, the book is automatically 
returned.  Books cannot be    
returned early. The file will    
remain on your computer but will 
not be accessible.  Files should be 
deleted from the computer after 
the loan period has expired. 
How do I transfer the title to 
a portable device? 
• Connect your device to the 
USB port on your computer. 

• In Over-
Drive 
Media 
Console, 
highlight 
the title 
you want 
to transfer and click the  
Transfer button.   
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• The Transfer Wizard will search for a 
connected portable device.  Click Next 
to begin the transfer.  A success    
message will display when the transfer 
is complete.   

 

You cannot download to an iPod. 



 

What hardware and software 
will I need on my computer 
to access downloadable audio 
books? 
• Any version of Microsoft  
Windows 

• 64 MB RAM and 100 MB free 
hard disk space 

• Windows Media Player 9 or 
newer 

• OverDrive Media Console 
What features will I need for 
portable devices? 
• Devices must support       
Windows Media Audio/Digital 
Rights Management encrypted 
files. 

• A minimum stor-
age capacity of 
256 MB 

• Playback speeds 
of 32kbps 

• For more information visit 
http://www.overdrive.com/
resources/drc/
compatibledevices.asp 
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How much free space will I need 
on my portable       
device? 

A 15 hour Audio book will be 
about 256MB in size.  Audio book titles 
for OverDrive Media Console are deliv-
ered in parts.  Most parts do not exceed 
18MB in size.  In OverDrive Media Con-
sole v.2.1, the Transfer Wizard will alert 
you if you do not have enough space on 
your device to transfer all of the selected 
files.   

How do I search for downloadable 
audio books?  

Enter the URL                                 
http://www.cwmars.org and click Digital 
Catalog 

Enter the title in the search box at the top 
right area of the screen.  Advanced search 
will allow you to limit to Overdrive Audio 
Books.  It is also possible to Browse the 
collection.  Click the Browse by Format 
button and select Audio Books.  Then 
select from the categories which are listed 
in alphabetical order.  

How do I check out a downloadable 
audio book? 

After finding an available title, click the 
Add to Cart button.  The title will remain 
in your cart for 30 minutes, and you can 
place up to 5 titles in your cart at the 
same time. 

Can I place a hold on an audio book? 

You can place up to 2 titles on hold at a 
given time.  Once the item becomes avail-
able, you will receive an email notification. 
You then have 4 days to check out the 
title.                                         

How do I download the audio book? 

After the book is checked out, click on 
the Download button to open the Over-
Drive Media Console.  In the Get Media 
dialog box, select a download location and 
then click OK.  At the next screen, select 
the parts to be downloaded.  After the 
download is complete, you will be able to 
close your Internet connection and listen 
to the book on your computer or transfer 
the book to a portable device. 

 


