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One Day in the Life of  Ivan  

Denisovich  by Alexander Solhenit-

syn 
The story of labor camp inmate Ivan Shuk-

hov  and his struggle to maintain his dig-

nity. 
 

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie 

By Muriel Spark 
The critically acclaimed story of 

an independent –minded Scottish 

school teacher. 
 

Of Mice and Men 

By John Steinbeck 
Two friends, George and Lenny, wander 

the country looking for work and a way to 

afford their dream farm during the De-

pression.  Lenny’s mental handicap causes 

problems for the men eventually leading to 

the tragic events of Lenny’s contact with 

the Boss’s wife. 
 

The Pearl 

By John Steinbeck 
For the diver Kino, finding a magnificent 

pearl means the promise of a better life for 

his impoverished family.  His dream blinds 

him to the greed and suspicions the pearl 

arouses in him and his neighbors, and 

even his loving wife cannot stem the events 

leading to tragedy. 
 

Treasure Island 

By Robert Louis Stevenson 
When young Jim Hawkins is 

left a treasure map by the dying 

buccaneer Billy Bones, he sets 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 

Hyde 

By  Robert Louis Ste-

venson 

What power could a 

monster like Hyde 

hold over Jekyll’s  

soul? 

 

 

Cat’s Cradle 

By Kurt Vonnegut 

One of Vonnegut’s most 

highly praised novels, 

filled with humor and 

unforgettable characters, this story 

tells of Earth’s ultimate end and pre-

sents a vision of the future that is 

both darkly fantastic and funny. 

 

 

The War of the 

Worlds 

By H.G. Wells 

For more than 100 

years this compel-

ling tale of the Mar-

tian invasion of 

Earth has enthralled readers with a 

combination of imagination and in-

cisive commentary on the imbalance  

of power that continues to be rele-



Fahrenheit 451 

By Ray Bradbury 
A fireman in charge of burning 

books meets a revolutionary 

school teacher who dares to read.  

This novel depicts a future world 

in which  all  printed  reading material is 

burned. 
 

The Awakening 

By Kate Chopin 
In the company of a small circle 

of new friends, Edna Pontellier 

begins to free herself from the 

structures and  mores of the  1890s bour-

geoisie by casting aside the ties of mar-

riage and children. 
 

The Red Badge of Courage 

By Stephen Crane 
Set in the spring of 1863 when, while en-

gaged in the fierce battle of Chancellors-

ville in Virginia, a young Union soldier 

matures to manhood and finds peace of 

mind as he comes to grips with his conflict-

ing emotions about war. 
 

The Great Gatsby 

By F. Scott Fitzgerald 
This story set in the 1920’s  

about the fabulously wealthy Jay 

Gatsby and his love for the beau-

tiful  Daisy Buchanan  ends in tragedy. 
 

Lord of the Flies 

By William Golding 
When  a group of school-age boys find 

themselves stranded on an island, human 

nature reigns supreme with bloody conse-

The Old Man and The Sea 

By Ernest Hemingway 
This is the story of an  experienced 

Cuban fisherman and his supreme 

ordeal: a relentless, agonizing bat-

tle with a giant marlin far out in the 

Gulf Stream. Like a fable the timeless themes 

of courage in the face of defeat and personal 

triumph won from loss are rendered. 
 

A Single Pebble 

By John Hersey 
A young American engineer sent to 

China to inspect the unruly Yangtze 

River travels up through the river’s 

gorges searching for dam sites.  

Pulled on a junk hauled by 40 track-

ers, he is carried, too, into the settled ancient 

way of life of the people of the Yangtze. 
 

The Turn of The Screw 

By Henry James 
A governess gradually becomes con-

vinced that the children she is caring 

for are being manipulated by the 

ghosts of former residents.  The gov-

erness takes action against the perceived 

threat. 
 

Daisy Miller 

By Henry James 
Winterbourne and Daisy are star-crossed lov-

ers by their own misgivings and erroneous as-

sumptions. 
 

Captains Courageous 

By Rudyard Kipling 
When a wealthy spoiled  young man 

is washed overboard at sea and res-

cued by fishermen in the Grand 

Banks waters, he must join their crew and 

The Call of The Wild 

By Jack London 
Buck, a courageous creature 

forced into the brutal life of sled-

dog during the Alaskan gold rush 

must relinquish the safety of his 

familiar world. Buck survives and ultimately 

prevails in the harsh realities of the Far North 

through the discovery of his own primitive na-

ture.  
 

A Death in Venice 

By Thomas Mann 
Death in Venice is the tragic story 

of a man who falls into foolish, for-

bidden love, only to reap 

his own ruin.  

 

Member of The Wedding 

By Carson McCullers 
Twelve-year-old Frankie cannot  

understand why everyone disapproves of her 

idea of going on her brother's honeymoon.  
 

Animal Farm 

By George Orwell 
“All Animals Are Equal But Some 

Animals Are More Equal Than Others.” This 

classic satire of the Russian Revolution is the 

account of the bold struggle, initiated by the 

animals, that transforms Mr. Jones's Manor 

Farm into Animal Farm--a wholly democratic 

society built on the credo that All Animals Are 

Created Equal.  
 

The Human Comedy 

By William Saroyan 
This story of a family trying to hold 

onto hope in the era of World War 

II focuses on the life of 14-year-old 


