
If you need additional assistance with this resource please contact the 
Information Services/Reference Desk at 847-428-3661 ext. 308. To use this 
resource go back to our library website and click on Research Databases on 
the left side of the page. 
 
America's GenealogyBank:  
 
Interested in looking into your family history?  Check out America’s GenealogyBank, which 
has Social Security Death Index records, full text of over 22 millions obituaries and death 
notices, as well as digital access to historical newspaper articles, books, and other 
documents dating as far back as 1690.     
 
GenealogyBank is comprised of five different collections: Social Security Death Index (SSDI), 
America’s obituaries, historical newspapers, historical documents, and historical books.   
 
Modern Collections:  
 
Social Security Death Index (SSDI): 

⇒ Date Range: 1937- current. 
⇒ Coverage: over 85 million death records for the United States. 
⇒ Sample Record:  
 

 
 

America’s Obituaries: 
⇒ Date range: 1977-current. 
⇒ Coverage:  over 34 million obituaries from over 1,120 newspapers.   
⇒ New Content added daily 
 
 
 
 



Historical Collections:   
 
Historical Newspapers: 

⇒ Date Range: 1690-1977 
⇒ Coverage: Digital images of over 130 million articles, obituaries, marriage notices, 

birth announcements, and more from over 1,300 historical newspapers 
⇒ Sample article: 
 

 
 

Historical Documents: 
⇒ Date range: 1789-1980 
⇒ Coverage: Digital images of more than 247,000 government documents, including 

all of the American State Papers (1789-1838), selected genealogical content from 
the U.S. Serial set (1817-1980), military records, widow’s claims, land grants and 
more. 

⇒ Sample document:   
 

 
 
 



 
Historical Books: 

⇒ Date range: 1801-1900 
⇒ Coverage: complete text of more than 11,700 books, pamphlets, and other 

printed items.  Includes biographies, funeral sermons, local histories, cards, 
charts, and more.   

⇒ Sample Record: 
 

 
 

Searching in GenealogyBank:  
 
To start your search, you can simple fill in the first and last name of the person you are 
looking for.  GenealogyBank defaults to searching all the collections unless you select to 
search only one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



If you are searching for a common name or want to narrow down your search results, you 
can choose to do a more advanced search. 

 
 

After you click the “begin your search” button, you will receive a results page.  This will 
include a breakdown of all the information found in each of the collections.  If you don’t see 
a particular collection listed (in this case there is no historical book results), it means there 
were no results in that database.   
 

 
 

From here, simply click on the link of the collection(s) you’d like to view.  Once you select a 
collection link, you’ll find a listing of relevant items in that collection.   While the searches for 
the Social Security Death Index and America’s Obituaries are exact, the database only 
keyword searches the historical documents, so these results are less precise.   



 
 
If you need additional assistance with this resource please contact the 
Information Services/Reference Desk at 847-428-3661 ext. 308. To use this 
resource go back to our library website and click on Research Databases on 
the left side of the page. 
 


